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Peek	Inside	the	Book
Small	bits	of	life	crawled	and	flew	about	the	ward	on	ancient	business.	Peter	Matthiessen,	Shadow	Country
//

Just	goes	to	show	how	life	leaks	away	when	you	aint	paying	attention.	One	day	you	look	up,	look	around,
and	the	world	is	empty.	Not	empty	exactly	but	something	is	wrong,	there	aint	no	color	left	to	life.	outraged,
he	glared	at	Lucius.	Watsons	long	gone	and	Coxes	moved	away,...

Reader's	Opinions
I	am	usually	not	a	fan	of	National	Book	Award	winners.	And	after	reading	Marilynne	Robinson's	"Home,"	I
didn't	 think	anything	could	 top	 it.	But	 they	got	 it	 right	 this	year.	Matthiessen's	 trilogy	 is	a	book	that	 (if	 I
know	anything	about	myself)	will	haunt	me	for	a	long	time.	It	is	one	of	the	ten	best	novels	I've	ever	read,...

Matthiessen's	work	here	 is	 really	 three	books	 rolled	 into	one.	He	 rewrote	his	earlier	Watson	 trilogy,	and
combined	all	three	aspects	into	one	book.	Despite	this,	he	labels	the	three	distinct	parts	as	Books	I,	II,	and
III.	Book	I	 is	a	culmination	of	diary	entries/deposition-type	statements	by	many	of	the	people	that	came
into	contact...
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