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The	Shakers,	once	a	radical	religious	sect	whose	members	were	despised	and	harassed
by	 their	 fellow	 Americans,	 have	 in	 recent	 years	 become	 celebrated—and
sentimentalized—for	their	communal	way	of	 life,	 the	simplicity	of	their	worship,	their
belief	 in	 celibacy,	 pacifism,	 and	 equality	 of	 the	 sexes,	 and	 not	 least,	 their	 superb
furniture	 and	 handicrafts.	 This	 monumental	 book	 is	 the	 first	 general	 history	 of	 the
Shakers	from	their	origins	in	eighteenth-century	England	to	the	present	day.	Drawing
on	written	and	oral	testimony	by	Shakers	over	the...
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Reader's	Opinions
Informative	and	detailed	work	on	the	Shakers	and	their	sometimes	conflicting	beliefs	and	practices.	While
in	some	ways	this	was	just	another	strict	Protestant	fundamentalist	sect,	they	were	also	astonishingly...
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